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This metecial contains information affecting
the Naticaal Defense of the United States
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Title 18, USC, Secs. T%¢3 and 794, the trans-
misgion oy revelatio: of which in sny manner
to an unsuthorized person is prohibited by law.
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GEOGRAPHIC BRIEF OF ECOROMIC REGION V -~ “HE TRANSCAUCASUS

The three small republice wiich compose Economic Region V lie
between the high ridge of the lrest Caucasus Mountaing and the boundary
that separates the Soviet Unicn from Turkey and Jran. The Black and
Caspien Seas form the western und sastern boundaries of the region,
respectively. The total areca of the Transcaucasus is 71,853 square
miles. Of this Azerbsydzhan, the largest of the three republics,
occupies 33,436 square miles; Armenie, the smellest, 11,508 squars
miles; and Georgla, 25,911 squere miles. The physical geography of
the region is highly varied; iaciludipg humid subtropical lowlands, dry
lowland steppes, high arid pleteau lends, and rugged mountains and
foothills. The cultursl and economlc gzography of the region reflect
this diversity. Thz populaticz is extremely unevenly distributed and
is made up of & large number of naticnality groups. An sgricultwu-al
economy prevails over much of the lowland andé foothill areas of
Transcaucasia. In the highiands end in the Paku eres, axtractive
Industries are important; and manufacturing industries are developing
in the main wrban centers of tie region.

The northern boundary of the Yranscaucasus runs in general along
the crest of the Gereat Caucesus Range, which stretches some 700 m.les
from the northvwest #o the scutheash acrose the Jsthmus hetween the Black
and Caspian Seas (see hypsomat:ic map of the Cauvcasus). Several i-.efaks

along the erest are more thoa 15,000 Tent in elevation ;» end extentive
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areas are glacier covered. In a £5- to 50-mile belt paralleling the
crest of the mountains on the south, rugged terrain predominates. The
numerous repid streems that flow out from the mountains cut the south
face of the Caucasus Range irtc a series of ridges and deep valleys
with a north-northeast--south-southwest orientetion, thus making trans-
portation or communication parallel to the Caucasus Range extremely
difficult. South of the mountain belt are two valleys -- the Rion
Lowland fronting on the Black Sea and the Kura Lowlend facing the
Caspian. Both lowlands are »oughly trisngular in shape, narrowing as
they reach inland, and both rerminate in the relatively low Suramskiy
Range which separates them. The Suremskiy Range connects the Great
Caucesus Mountains with the (ittle Caucusus Mountains and the Armenian
highlend, an arid, rocky tablelard between 4,000 and 7,000 feet in
elevation.

The southern slopes of %he (‘aucasus Range have a fairly dense
forest cover of Juniper, cak, zni bornbzam up to an elevation of about
6,500 feet in the west. Toward he cast the forest cover thins out
markedly. Alpine meadows OCIUDRY the belt between the tree line and the
snow line, vwhich lies between 10,000 and 12,00C feet. In the lowlands
and foothills, much of the natursl vegetation kas been clasred to permit
use of the land for agriculture. Limited areas of humid subtropical
forest with dense undergrowih, however, gtill remain in the Rion Lovland,
notably around the extensive swamps near the coast. HNatural vegetation
in the Kura Lowland is semildesert in character, consisting mwainly of

Low bushes and gvasses. In the Little Caucasus Mountains, scattered

S N
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deciduous forests occupy the lover slopes; but low bushes and grasses
predominate at higher clevabions and on the Armenian Plateau.

The climate of Transcaucasia is generally mild. The main rangs
of the Caucasus shelters the region from cold northern winds, and the
Black and Caspian Seas exert s moderating influence. Precipitation
decreases from west to east. The Black Sea coast has & humid subtropical
climate. Winters are mild, with Jenuary temperatures averaging from
430F to 459F; summers are hot and hwpié, with heavy rainfall, ranging
up to about 100 inches a year in the Betumi area. In the Xura Lowland
east of the Suramskiy Range the climate is more continental in cherscter.
Winters are relatively warm, but temperatures are lower than in the west
and frosts occur occasionally; summers are very hot and ary. »Precj.pi-
tation is light, amounting to less thar 8 inches a yearv Imediately
southwest of Baku. In a iimited area ca ‘the Caspian coast around
Lenkoran' the climate is humid subtroplcal, with precipitation increasing
to an average of 65 inches & year. At the higher elevation of the
Armenian Plateau in the south, winters are coneiderably colder; and
January temperatures averege fron 14WYF to 20CF.

Between 9 end 10 miliicn people live in the Transcaucasus Reglon «-
about 4.2 million in Georgie, 3.7 million in Azerbaydzhan. snd 1.8
million in Armenis. Fopulation <lensity varies greatly thrcughout the
region, being noticeably affected by differences in both relief and
precipitation (see Map 2723). 'n the Rion Valley around Kutaisi tre

density ie over 230 per sguare m.le, wheoreas extensive arcas on the

Armenian highlend end ir the Csucasus Mounteins are virtuelly uninhebited.

Approved For Release : CPA"RDP62-00680R000200190071-9
C-0=if- =3 ~DmE~N-T-L-A-L




Approved For Release : CIA-RDP62-00680R000200190071-9

DENSITY OF POPULATION PER SQ. KM.

Above 100
50-100

42

LENKORAN

25-50
10-25
1-10

Less than 1

7

77
2
L

T
45

T
48
MAKHACHKALA

w 1957,

GEOGRAFIYA SSSR, Mosco

N

A SOURCE: EKONOMICHESKAYA

4c
L

ORDZHONIKIDZE

E
e
g
o~ -‘
[an)
Cr=d
4
O
g
o o o
"
4 2 5 5 € g
o o b b4 g <
-= 2 2 2 g
= i o o 2 3
o £ = 2
< o - = £ 2
-4 [} o o -E
s ] o o = [=3
?)- > vy N o [
Q o' ) — wy
a (=) i) i Cwl
a o o «©
< ~ Q [ P
z
<«
o0
[« 4
> ®
<
(]
O
pue]

Approved For Release : CIA-RDP62-00680R000200190071-9

POPULATION DENSITY IN THE TRANSCAUCASUS

27623 4-59



Approved For Rétéabed™: ChRAIRDPE2:68680R000200190071-9

Throughout the Rion Valley, on the slopes of the surrounding uplands,
and along the Black Sea coast, the denpities are high -- generally
over 150 per squasre mile. Population éecreases fram west to east, as
does the precipitation; whereas in the arid Kura ILowland adjacent to the
Cespian Sea the population density reaches 150 in only a few isclated
areas.

~ Over 4O percent of the pcpulation of the Transcaucasus is classified
as urban. Baku, capital of the Azerbaydzhan Republic and the center of
the oil industry, is by far the largest urban srea of the region. It
is the fouwrth largest city in the Soviet Union, having a population of
901,000 in the city proper aad the suburbs that are administratively
subordinate to it. The capital of the Jeorgisn Republic » Tbilisi, is
the second largest urban center of the Transcaucasus, with 635,000

inhebitants. It is the most important trangportation hub in the region

and an expanding industrisl zenter. Yerevan, the capital of the Armenian

Republic, ranks third, with a population of 385,000. Only 3 other cities
have over 100,000 inhsbitents: Hutaisi (114,000), Kirovabad (111,000),
and Leninsken (103,000).

The Transcaucesus contains ¢ large nuamber of nationality groups,
some of which have been given official stetus through the establishment

of separate administrative wunits in the areas where they rredominate.

The ethnic composition of the thvee union republics » estivated by percent,

is g8 follows:
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Republic Armenian Azerbaydzhtni Georglan Russian Other
Armenta 80 - - 10 10
Azerbaydzhan 10 60 - 20 10
Georgia 10 -- 60 10 20

Lesser nationality groups are subordinate to the union republics. In
Georgla the Abkhaz inhabit the northwes?t 6orner of the republic and

the Adzhars the southwest cornsr. Both heve autonomous republic (ASSR)
gtatus. The Southern Ossetians on the south slopes of the Caucasua‘
mountains in north-central Gecrgia have auvtonomous oblast (AO) status.
Two nationality units are subordinate to Azerbaydzhan. The Nagormo-
Karabakhskaya AQ 1s .inhs.bitea prademinantiy by Armenians. The Rakhichevan‘k;kaya
ASSR is a predominantly Azerbeyd:heni area, but it is separated from
Azerbaydzhan proper by the southsast extension of Armenia. Other small
nationality groups in the Transcarucesus include Kurds, Talysh, Svans,
apd Psheves. The Russians ir the Transcaucasus area are scattered awong
the industrial cenbters, wheve thay serve ae edministrative officiels
and technicians.

Extractive industries ure of primery lmportance in the Transcaucasus,
although manufacturiag industries besed on ilocsl resources have gained
significance in recent years (sce Mep 27624k). 0il from the Baku arze
is the region‘s chief conbtribution to the Soviet economy, although as
an oili producing area the Buku erea har recently fallen behind the
Volga-Urals reglion, the so~-calied "Second Balku.” The chief centers of
oil refining in the Transceucasus are Datumi and Baku. Among the other

minerals exploited in the reglorn ere mnganese in the Chiatura area of
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Georgia, coal at Tkvarcheli and Tkibuli in Georgla, iron ore at Dashkesan
in Azerbaydzhan, and copper at Alaverdi and Kafan in Armenia. Copper
is smelted and refined st the Alaverdi copper wvorks, and heavy industry
18 being developed in the Thiliei erea. In Rustavi, just south of
Tbilisi, the Transcaucasian M:tellurgical Plant, which includes blast
furnaces, open-hearth furnaces, and colling miils; uses the iron from
Dashkesen and Georgian coal. Ope of the largest ferro-salloy works in
the USSR is located at Zestefoni. It produces an estimated 15 to 20 -
percent of the total Sovist output. The mejor power sources in t.hé
Region are (1) the group of thermal plunts between Baku and Sumgait,
(2) the hydrcelectric plaats of the Sevan-Razdon Cascade north of
Yerevan, and (3) the Mingachaur hydroelectric plant.

The agricultural pattern within the Transcaucasus is extremely
diverse, reflecting the wide range :f.ix tetrain and climatic features of
the regica. About a fourth of the teryitory of the regicn is under
cultivation, the most extensive cultivited arens being located iﬁ the
Rion Valley and in the irrigated portions of the Kuwra Lowland. Tea
plantations and citrus groves predominite in the middle Rion Lowland
and in much of the Black Sex coestal aresa. Where the lower slopes of
the mountains come near the Black Sea, hewever, tobacco and grapes‘are
raiged in addition to tea. Extensive vipeyards are also found northwest
of Tbilisi and southwest of Yoreven and provide the basis for a winemaking
and distilling industry. On the lower slopes of the mountains
throughout the regicm, cereals ere grom for local consumption. Cotton,

fruits, vegetables, end rice sre raised in the irrigated parts of the

-~
"'U‘.
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Kura and Arsks Valleys. WYranscaacssia is the second most important
cotton growing region within the Soviet Union. One-third of the
Transcaucasus Regilon is classifizd as pasture or gress land. The dvy,
unirrigated steppes of the lowlands are used for pasture in winter und
the alpine;:ﬁeadowa in summer. Sheep ard cattle mre the principal types
of livestock.

The high and rugged bYerrein that comprises much of Transcaucasia
directly affects the mode and directior of transportation. The rivers
are elther too swift or otherwis: unsuitéd for use &s inland waterways.
The rail system consists of a xmein line crossing the isthmus from east
to west through the lowlands. A large southern loop extends from Buku
southwest to the boundary of the USBR, which it follows to Leninakau,
where it turns north again to join the main line at Thilisi. Numerous
branch lines siso extend short distences north and south of the main
l:!.nef.r Leninakan and Dzhul'fa arz connecting points for transborder
x;ail traffic inco Turkey and Trea, respectively. The only rail lines
extending northward to the rest of the Soviet !Enio'n‘ follow the coasts
of the Black and Caspian Seus; no lines ¢ross the Caucnsus Range. ‘he
main roads of the region have thes seme general orientaticn as the raill
lines, bui two msjor roads crose the middle Caucesus. The Georglen
Military Highway connecis Toilisi with Ordzhonikidze, and the other
road connects Xutaisi with Alsgir. Both go through passes that are
subject to blonking by snow during the winter. In addition, roads ;lay
an indispensable role in uecting transportation needs in areas that are
inaccessible to rail transpori. Roeds arz generally pocr, particularly

from midwinter through carly sumaer.
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